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*1  was  riding  along  in  my  vehicle,  listen-  'There  is  a  marvelous  sense  that  while  billboard  buy  drawn  from  a  "still  capture" 
ing  to  Christmas  music  on  the  radio,  think-  Christmas  is  Jesus,  New  Year's  is  Jesus,  off  the  television  ad.  When  die  initial  run  of 
ing  about  all  die  hustle  and  busde,  and  it  Easter  is  Jesus,  Sunday  is  Jesus,  and  for  10,000  bumper  stickers  was  quickly 
occurred  to  me  once  again  how  far  we  have  the  believer  every  moment  and  every  exhausted  at  the  2008  annual  meeting  of  the 
drifted  away  from  the  true  meaning  of  breath  is  Jesus."  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  in  Ottober, 

Christmas.  I  wanted  to  come  up  with  a  way  Richardson  shot  the  television  ad  in  the  plans  were  quickly  made  to  order  more 
to  bring  the  focus  back  to  die  birth  of  Jesus  home  of  Dale  and  Suellen  McPhaiL  mem-  bumper  stickers  and  make  them  available 
Christ,  our  Lord  and  Savior;  where  the  bers  of  First  Church,  Madison,  with  the  through  Mississippi  Baptist  churches, 
focus  should  be  in  the  first  place,"  he  said,  assistance  of  Don  Warrea  a  member  of  The  bumper  stickers  must  be  ordered 
The  former  television  producer  and  Country  Woods  Church,  Byram,  and  owner  through  Mississippi  Baptist  churches  and 
director  went  to  work  writing  the  script  of  Don  Warren  Film  and  Video  in  Jackson.  will  be  shipped  only  to  Mississippi  Baptist 
and  lining  up  everything  he  would  need  Warren  recruited  Country  Woods  Church  church  addresses.  The  first  100  bumper 
to  create  tne  "Christmas  is...  Jesus"  tele-  members  Chad  and  Shanon  Shealy  of  stickers  ordered  are  free,  including  ship- 
vision  spot  that  was  broadcast  during  Raymond  to  portray  the  mom  and  dad,  as  ping  and  handling  on  the  initial  order,  and 
Christmas  2007  and  eventually  garnered  well  as  Erin  Linley  of  Florence  and  Chip  must  be  ordered  in  multiples  of  25. 
top  honors  from  the  group  Southern  Pratt  of  Clinton  to  portray  the  children.  Additional  bumper  stickers  are  avail- 

Baptist  Communicators.  To  hold  down  expenses,  the  staff  of  the  able  at  cost  for  22  cents  each  with  free  ship- 

The  television  spot  features  a  typical  MBCB  Communication  Services  Department  ping  and  handling,  and  must  also  be 
Mississippi  family  at  Christmas,  stretched  pitched  in  and  handled  production  duties  ordered  in  multiples  in  25  and  mailed  to 
to  the  limit  with  too  many  holiday  activi-  such  as  makeup  and  the  set-up  '#nd  taka*  the  address  of  a  Mississippi  Baptist  church, 
ties  and  loo  tittle  ume  to  think  about  the  down  of  props  and  equipment.  Tnoee  staffers  All  orders  must  be  placed  through  the 

real  reason  for  the  season.  As  mom  and  includecf  Bo  Price,  Judy  Chen,  Wanda  MBCB  web  site,  www.mbcb.oig,  where 
dad  rush  around  the  house  trying  to  get  Randall  Gordon  Griffin,  Diane  Defore,  the  order  forms  can  be  found.  For  more 
everything  together,  their  young  son  Jerome  Hobson,  and  Matt  Broome.  information,  contact  Richardson  at 

watcnes  with  interest  and  finally  says,  After  a  full  day  of  taping,  Richardson  irichardson@mbcb.org. 

"What  about  the  Baby  Jesus?"  returned  to  the  video  editing  suite  at  the  "I  didn't  start  out  to  make  a  television 

"The  statement  'Christmas  is...,'  can  be  Baptist  Building  in  Jackson  and  began  spot  that  would  win  awards  and  be  so 
completed  with  dozens  of  different  putting  the  30-second  spot  together  on  popular;  I  just  wanted  to  honor  Jesus 
thoughts,"  said  MBCB  Executive  Director  the  convention  board's  Avid  video  edit-  Christ  at  this  very  special  time  of  tne 
Jim  Futral.  ."It  is  lights.  It  is  songs.  It  is  par-  ing  system.  The  finished  product  was  year.  As  it  turned  out,  the  spot  did  win 
ties,  families,  andfestivities  thatseem  to  be  then  dipped  to  10  Mississippi  television  an  award  and  was  very  popular  —  and 
lined  up  one  right  after  another  —  but  the  stations  and  one  Memphis  television  sta-  Jesus  still  received  the  honor.  I'm  most 
awesome  power  and  simplicity  of  tion  (to  cover  northwest  Mississippi).  pleased  with  that  part,"  Richardson  said. 
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NOW  AVAILABLE  —  The 
"Christmas  is...  Jesus,"  bumper- 
sticker  can  be  ordered  by  mem¬ 
bers  churches  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention.  The  bumper 
sticker  is  drawn  from  the  televi¬ 
sion  spot  currently  being  broad¬ 
cast  around  the  state.  (Special) 


for  Christian-bashing 


Us  the 


ft's  the  most  wonderful  time  of  the 
I  ye«L  according  to  the  1963  Johnny 
X  MaUds  hit  song  written  by  Eddie  Pola 
and  George  Wyle. 

I  too,  thought  the  song  was  much  older 
but  Google,  mat  limitless  fount  of  informa¬ 
tion  for  the  Internet  Age,  proved  me  wrong 
once  again.  Nonetheless,  ft  is  indeed  a  won¬ 
derful  time  of  the  year  with  all  the  shop¬ 
ping,  festive  music,  marking  colors,  gift- 
giving,  and  Christian-bashing, 

I  Christian-bashing?  Yes, 

Christian-bashing.  While  most 
Americans  seem  content  to  ignore 
the  real  reason  for  the  season  — 
the  birth  of  our  Lord  and  Savior 
Jesus  Christ  —  certain  groups 
around  the  country  are  intent  on 
bringing  the  focus  back  to  Jesus, 
albeit  in  a  perverse  sort  of  way. 

The  American  Humanist 
Association  (AHA)  is  the  proud 
sponsor  of  a  city  bus  ad  cam¬ 
paign  in  Washington,  D.C.,  dur- 
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Notebook 


*  Just  be  good  ior  goodness' soke 


other's  traditions  —  not  only  in  December; 
an,  but  throughout  die  year;"  Bradshaw  said, 
be  Whatever  that  means  in  academia- 
speak,  at  least  it's  a  start, 
it  a  Proponents  of  homosexual  rights  have 
ear  also  chosen  believers  on  which  to  vent  sex 
laid  their  fury  over  the  failures  of  their  polit- 
ckhardt,  AH/T executive  director.  ical  agendas  on  Election  Day. 

south  Florida  Gulf  Coast  University  Homosexual  rights  activists  recently 

President  Wilson  Bradshaw  attempted  to  ban  disrupted  a  worshl 
all  religious  displays  this  year  on  tne  school's  Church  in  Delta 
Fort  Myers  campus,  but  qu 
when  confronted  by  strong 
uhy  criticism.  The  fact  t 
Halloween  decorations  on 


i  cross  ripped  from  her  hands  and  tom 
ipart  when  she  showed  up  in  opposition  to 
~  *"  ’  homosexual  rights  rally  orga- 

»st  Prop  8,  which  banned  same 
w  in  that  state  when  it  passed  on 
Election  Day.  She  was  reportedly  spat  upon 
as  she  was  hounded  from  the  rally. 

_ s  A  tape  of  that  incident  can  also  be 

ip  service  at  Mt.  Hope  viewed  at  www.youtube.com.  Search  for 

_ _  __  Township,  Michigan,  “Violent  Protesters  Attack  Pro-Traditional 

when  they  began  shouting  slogans  and  Marriage  Woman,  Stomp  on  her  Cross." 

tossing  flyers  around  the  worship  center.  As  our  country  becomes  more  secular  in 
The  chaotic  protest  also  included  a  pair  die  coming  years,  be  prepared  to  endure 
of  women  who  rushed  to  the  front  of  the  heightened^ criticism  —  ana  even  violence  — 
church  and  engaged  in  a  passionate  kiss  as  the  true  meaning  of  Christmas  is  pushed 


William  H 
Perkins  Jr. 

EDITOR  Editor 

William  H.  Pterkins  Jr. 

wperkinsembcb.org 

ASSOCIATE  EDITOR 
Tony  Martin 
tmarbnembcb.org 

LAYOUT/DESIGN 

Benjamin  Ivey 
biveyembcb.org 

ADVERTISING 
Dana  Richardson 

drldiardMnembcb.org 

CIRCULATION  MANAGER 
Brenda  Quattlebaum 
bquattlebaumembcb.org 

EDITOR  EMERITUS 
Don  McGregor 


Guest  Opinion 


s  a  member  of  Girls  in 
her  view 


Zl  Action 

/lof  die  world  soared  far 
beyond  the  community  where 
she  lived.  She  dreamed  of  one 
day  serving  God  in  North 


Living  out 
our  priorities 

By  Wanda  S.  Lee,  exec,  director 
Woman's  Missionary  Union 
Birmingham,  Ad. 


Archie  Herrin,  Columbia 

lAt-LL  lirUnn 

Lnns  weoo,  jjcicsoo 


Africa.  Years  later,  as  a  physi¬ 
cian,  she  delivered  not  only 
physical  healing  but  also  spir¬ 
itual  healing  by  teaching  peo¬ 
ple  about  God's  love. 

When  he  went  to  RA 
(Royal  Ambassadors)  camp, 
he  met  his  first  missionary 
and  heard  God's  call  to  mis¬ 
sions  service.  Now  he  lives  in 
a  place  where  to  even  tell  of 
his  presence  might  bring 
harm  to  his  family.  w _ _ _ _ _ 

When  they  decided  on  open  doors  for  sharing  their  When  my  husband  and  I 
early  retirement  from  their  faith  —  and  they  went  were  appointed  as  intema- 

secular  jobs,  this  couple  knew  That's  why  we  focus  so  tional  missionaries,  it  was  the 
God  had  a  place  for  them  to  much  attention  each  direct  result  of  trying  to  help 
serve  where  their  life  skills  December  on  international  our  church  know  more  and 
could  be  used  to  help  others  missions  through  the  care  more  about  die  needs  of 
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The  Second 
Front  Page 


Published  Since  1877 


PREPARING  THE  TEAM  —  Coach  Jason  Aycock  talks  to  members  of  the  East  Prairie  (Mo.) 
Eagles  football  team  early  in  their  season.  In  September,  27  of  the  team's  37  players  surrendered 
their  lives  to  Christ  during  a  campaign  led  by  evangelist  Rick  Gage.  (BP  photo  by  Kellie  Bone, 
courtesy  of  The  East  Prairie  Eagle  newspaper) 


counseled  others  about  Christ,  and  collected.  I  didn't  go  crazy 
and  prayed  for  unbelieving  at  halftime  in  the  locker  room.  I 
classmates.  The  use  of  curse  would  say,  'This  is  what  we've 
words  fell  off.  Most  importantly,  got  to  do  to  correct  this.'  They 
students  took  the  initiative  to  were  waiting  for  me  to  explode 
pray  before  and  after  games.  on  them.  I  never  did.' 

'They  would  be  tne  ones  to  "Christ  has  won  the  victory 
say,  'Let's  pray,'"  Aycock  said,  when  he  saved  my  life.  One  of 
"Tney  would  be  the  ones  in  the  biggest  blessings  was  the 
the  middle  of  the  football  day  my  wife  walked  down  the 
field,  taking  a  knee  and  prais-  aisle  and  gave  her  life  to 
ing  God  no  matter  if  we  won  Christ,"  Aycock  said.  "Another 
or  lost.  They  would  bow  their  thing  this  has  given  me  is  a 
it  bad  on  myself  heads  and  thank  Him."  Christian  home.  My  two  sons 

bad  on  my  wife,  After  the  Eagles  lost  the  dis-  talk  about  Christ.  They  want  to 
or  kids."  trict  championship  game  to  fin-  know  Him.  I  pray  every  day 

coach  in  2007  ish  the  season  6-4,  players  wait-  that  one  day  they  receive 


Christ 


making  right  choices,  and  how  He  would  scream  at  his  players 
to  make  it  to  the  next  level,"  and  use  foul  language.  He  was 
Aycock  said.  "I  didn't  have  a  not  a  players' coadv  •* 
clue  that  he  was  going  to  the  In  September  2007,  however, 
heart  of  the  Gospel.  I  got  very  Aycock  hit  an  all-time  low.  "It 
nervous.  I  almost  grabbed  was  about  me,  me,  me.  I  was 
Kerne's  arm  and  said,  iou  are  depressed,"  he  said.  "I  was  not 
going  to  have  to  stop  this  man  only  mal 
because  of  the  environment  we  but  maki 
are  in,'  but  I  looked  throughout  Mandy,  a 
the  room  and  die  kids  were  so  He  d 
engaged  to  Rick  that  I  felt  because 
something  come  over  me.  I  Then,  on 
decided,  'We've  come  this  fat,  worksho 
you  go  for  it.  I  hope  every  kid  asked  Ch 
here  gets  saved  today.'"  "I  doi 

Then  another  thought  struck  going.  I 
Aycock.  "Surely  he  is  not  going  he  praye 
to  ask  kids  to  come  up  and  kneel  to  forgivi 
and  pray,"  Aycock  said  to  him-  come  int 
self.  "Surely  he  is  just  telling  live  throi 
diem  about  die  Gospel."  That 

Gage  did  lead  students  to  changed 
pray  for  salvation  and  when  he  that  all  i 
asked  how  many  had  prayed  felt  like 
along  with  him,  27  youngmen  been  lifte 
raised  their  hands.  'Tears  said.  "I  f 
came  to  my  eyes.  I  was  piness  come  over  me.  I  didn't 
stunned,"  Aycock  said.  "We  care  anymore  what  I  had  done 
had  a  doggone  revival  in  die  wrong  or  what  people  were 

football  locker  room."  thinking  about  me.  All  I  cared  _ 

Aycock  said  he  was  a  "lost  about  was  I've  got  Jesus  now."  The  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board  promoted  two  long-time  board 

duck"  up  until  a  year  ago.  "All  I  In  October  2007,  Jon  Archie  employees  to  directorships  recently,  with  Jim  Didlake  becoming  director  of 
cared  about  was  winning  and  baptized  Aycock  at  Elm  Street  the  Brotherhood  Department  and  Matt  Buckles  becoming  director  for  the 
football,"  he  said.  "I  cared  about  Church,  where  Archie  has  been  Church  Administration  -Pastoral  Ministries  Department 
my  family  but  God  was  never  in  pastor  since  1999.  y  "When 
die  picture  with  me.  I  felt  like  things  are  good,  a  lot  of  folks 
football  was  my  god."  don't  have  time  for  God  and 

As  a  youtn,  he  had  been  end  up  in  the  valley  of  life," 
dragged  to  Free  Will  Church  in  Archie  said.  "God  gets  our 
EastPrairie  by  his  mother  Jane  attention.  Jason  was  at  a  low 
Aycock,  he  said.  His  brother  place.  [Now]  he  is  a  new  per- 
Buly  already  had  accepted  son,  a  new  creature  in  Christ." 

Christ.  "He  always  had  some-  Players  making  decisions  for 
thing  I  wanted...  tnat  happiness  Christ  brought  T>i  g  >  changes 
and  peace  in  his  life,"  Aycock  Young  men  gave  up  bid  habits, 


Requests  the  t 

Honor  of 
>.  Your 
V  Presence 
W  in  Heaven! 


You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 

Simply  share  the  following  prayer 
witnGod  in  your  own  words: 

L  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 
(I  have  sinned.) 

2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eternal 
death.  (I  repent) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you.  »• : 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  lov¬ 
ing  relationship  with  Him.  (I 
receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

J 

"But  as  many  as  received  him, 
to  them  he  gave  the  rigjht  to  become 
children  of  God,  even  to  those  who 
believe  in  his  name."  (John  1:12) 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  church  for  spiritu¬ 
al  guidance.  ^ 


Clarke  College  in  Newton  is  placed  on  academic  probation  by  the 
Southern  Association  of  Colleges  and  Schools'  Commission  on  Colleges.  A 
spokesperson  says  that  the  Baptist-affiliated  junior  college  failed  to  comply 
with  association  conditions  related  to  planning  and  finances. 


Parkway  Church,  Jackson,  requested  more  study  course  awards  than 
any  other  church  in  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  during  1957  -  58 
according  to  statistics  recently  released  by  the  Awards  Office  of  the  Baptist 
Training  Union  Department  of  the  Sunday  School  Board. 


HID  SOUTH  ^ 

MEN  S  BIBLE  CONFERENCE 


February  27  28,  2009 

Faith  Baptist  Church  ■  Bartlett, IN 


»T7T*r  rTT  t 


KlP  SOUTH 
hW  5  MBU 

courmiKi 


What  is  at  stake?  Ultimately, 
the  issue  is  souls  to  be  reached 
for  Jesus.  Here  in  America, 
missioloeists  say  that  approxi¬ 
mately  250  million  people  are 
without  Christ.  In  the  nest  of 
the  world,  that  figure  is  in  the 
staggering  billions.  Can  one 
person  tackle  this  enormous 
task  alone?  Nol  Can  one 
church  do  it  all  by  itself?  No! 
However,  by  joining  together 
so  focused  on  running  his  race  we  have,  we  can,  ana  we  must 
that  he  did  not  give  enough  nuke  a  difference.  We  must 
attention  to  the  handofif?  Was  not  drop  the  baton, 
the  runner  in  front  so  intent  on  Right  now  most  of  our 
‘  ;  on  with  his  race  that  he  churches  are  prayerfully 
jht  of  those  who  had  nin  involved  in  participating  in 
before?  That  discussion  is  point-  the  focused  opportunity  to 
less  in  that  both  of  them  needed  touch  our  world  through  the 
of  to  make  connection.  So  it  is  with  Lottie  Moon  Christmas 
it,  us  in  relationship  to  our  part  of  Offering  for  International 
>le  the  Kingdom  work  and  the  Missions.  It  is  the  largest  mis¬ 
ter  impact  mat  future  generations  sion  offering  opportunity  in 

. *  ■  all  Christendom  and  our 

blessing  to  share  Christ's  love 
with  others.  Let's  not  drop 
the  baton. 


DONT  DROP  THE  BATON 

In  August  2006,  the  whole 
world  tuned  in  from  time  to 
time  to  watch  the  Olympic 
Games  in  Beijing,  China.  The 
countries  of  the  world  sent  their 
finest  athletes  in  running, 
swimming,  gymnastics,  volley¬ 
ball,  and  some  dungs  that  I  did 
not  even  understand.  When  it 
came  to  trade  and  field,  the  US. 
had  competition  but  they  also  with  great  leaders,  outstanding 
fielded  some  of  their  m  *  — 1"1  1 

athletes.  One  evei 
marquee  event,  is 


IBLIOC 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


ZRYXOSY,  QCUO  WCXV 


TVWS  YOSURCXY  XBRX 


KBGNB  GY  FWYX  RCM 


_ _ _ _  j  the  4  x  100  sionate  - - 

relay.  Clearly,  the  US.  had  the  for  Christ.  If  there  is  one  aspect  getting 

fastest  four  guys  on  the  trade,  of  our  efforts  that  has  been  lost  sig 

While  the  rest  of  the  world  uniquely  and  overwhelming' 
brought  competition,  most  folks  blessed  by  God,  it  has  been  t 
were  just  waiting  for  us  to  go  to  Cooperative  Program 
the  awards  stand,  receive  the  Sou  mem  Baptists.  Through 
gold  medal,  listen  to  die  Star  die  resources  of  God's  peot 
Spangled  Banner,  and  celebrate  join  the  resources  of  otr 
our  victory.  The  gun  went  off  churches  and  people  of  God  will  mi 

and  die  race  began.  Everything  into  a  great  stream  not  so  much  general 

was  going  greatuntil  one  of  the  of  money  but  of  concern  and  the  rao 

baton  exchanges  was  to  take  love  that  flows  to  the  world  in  generation  starting  the  nee, 

place.  The  next  runner  in  the  the  name  of  Jesus.  great  opportunities,  magnificent 

relay  started  off  with  his  hand  Since  1925,  Southern  Baptists  victories,  and  marvelous  cele- 
behind  him  waiting  for  die  have  seen  the  hand  of  God  brations  will  be  missed.  ifntnilwnbcb.org. 

baton  to  be  placed  in  it,  but  no  uniquely  bless  and  guide  in  _ _ 

baton  came.  The  exchange  was  undergirding  our  great  mission  . 

fumbled  and,  in  a  race  decided  program  to  the  ends  of  the  earth 
by  tenths  of  a  second,  there  was  through  the  Cooperative 
no  way  to  catch  up.  Program.  Now  it  seems  as 

The  finest,  fastest  athletes  though  many  folks  believe  that 
failed  at  the  least  important  the  Cooperative  Program  is  no  ^ 

and  most  important  part  of  longer  significant  and  they  do  ». 

the  race.  They  did  not  pass  not  feel  any  sense  of  loyalty  or 

along  the  baton.  commitment  to  pass  along  that  |  J  |  |kl  »1  »]  I  II 1 1  i  I  J  J  > 

In  the  evangelical,  Christian  baton  to  the  next  generation. 
world.  Baptists  have  been  Ibis  is  no  exercise  in  blame  * 

blessed  We  have  been  blessed  nU  mg  Was  the  runner  behind  f#|.c  *  .  •  *  ’  ■”  ’  **’ 
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XBRX  TO  REYV  BRUO  R 


ZRYXOS  GC  BORUOC 


NVEVYGRCY  PVWS:VCO 


Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  lames  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitu¬ 
tion.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last  week's 
puzzle:  Luke  Four  Four 


MSAudioLLC 


Design  &  Integration  of  Professional  Audio,  Video,  &  Lighting 
Church,  Conference  Room,  School 
Equipment  sales,  service  and  installation 


P.O.  Box  1575  Ph  601-923-9947 
Clinton,  MS  39060  Fax  601-924-2880 


Trooper  Holes 

info@msaudiollc.com 


DISCOVER  HOW  TO  USE  LIFE  PIANO  ACCOMPANIMENT  -  OO  YOU 

Insurance  while  you're  alive!  Leam  the  need  a  good  pianist?  We  have  piano 
little  know  secrets  that  most  agents  CDs  for  churches  to  sing  by!  Call 
don't  know.  Protect  your  family  and  Worship  Service  Resources  at  1-877- 

41.  977-6800  or  visit  www.pianocds.org 
for  info  and  a  FREE  sample  CD. 
JtE  Hymns,  Praise  Songs,  Christmas, 

supplements,  Major  Medical  &  Blended,  etc.  -  Special  Church  Pricing: 

Croup  Health  Insurance  plans  as  ClARK  AUCTIONS:  PERSONAL  ESTATES, 

well  as  home  and  auto.  Call  Turner  business  liquidations  and  real  estate.  We 
Insurance,  1-800-541-8196  or  visit  sell  in  30  days.  Nick  dark  R-E-  broker,  auc- 
www.tumer1nturanceonllne.com.  tioneer,  #1145.  Call  601-31 7-2536, 

SMOKE-fRB  BRANSON.  MISSOURI  www.nicKriarfcauc1lom.aim. _ 


Insurance 


GRACE  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  BRANDON, 

Miss.,  is  accepting  resumes  for  a  full¬ 
time  minister  of  music  and  youth.  We 
are  a  church  of  175  that  needs  to  be 
500.  If  this  challenge  excites  you, 
please  send  resume  to  P.O.  Box  398, 
Brandon,  MS  39043  or  email  to 


Supply  Company  of 


800-728-8291 


2  bedrm,  2  bath,  full  kitchen,  walk¬ 
ing  distance  to  parkway,  S70  00/nite 


Miss.,  ft  In  search  of  a  full-time  pastor. 
Submit  resumes  to  Utica  Baptist 
Church,  search  committee,  P.  O.  Box 
205,  Utica,  MS  39175-0205. 
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Meridian.  Design,  1 
Fax  illustrations  to 
call  800-368-2705. 

fabrication,  repair,  estimates.  Davis 
601-483-7958  or  Miss.,  phone  601 -7 

Upholstery,  Quitman, 
766617. 

Heights  BC 


ear.  proclaim  upon  the 


December  4,  2008  HouwTop*  is  a  Baptist  Record  supplement  produced  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board's  Communication  Services. 


MISSISSIPPI  HSU  STUDENTS  SERVING 
AROUND  THE  WORLD  THIS  SPRING. 

Please  pray  for  these  Mississippi  BSU  students  who  will  be  serving  the  next  4-6 
months  through  the  International  Mission  Board  Program,  Hands  On.  For  more 
information  about  this  program  go  to  the  IMB  website,  thetask.org/handson.  To 
send  a  note  of  encouragement  to  any  of  these  students,  contact  Beverly  Parrish, 
Associate  Director  of  MBCB  Collegiate  Ministry,  bparrish@mbcb.org 


School:  Mississippi  College 
Hometown:  GermantownBC,  TN 
Home  church:  Germantown  Baptist 
Serving  in:  South  Asia 

SARAH  FISK 

School:  Mississippi  State 
Hometown:  Deer  Park,  TX 
Home  church:  FBC,  Deer  Park 
Serving  in:  Oormony 


DAY  SMITH 

School:  Mississippi  State 
Hometown:  Columbus,  MS 
Home  church:  FBC,  Columbus 
Senring  in:  Oormony 


AMAHDA  LUCIUS 

School:  University  of 

Southern  Mississippi 
Hometown:  Brandon,  MS 
Home  church:  Crossgates  BC,  Brandon 
Senring  in:  Soot  Asia 

JAY  KIYWOOD 

School:  University  of 

Southern  Mississippi 
Hometown:  Hazelhurst,  MS 
Home  church:  FBC,  Hazelhurst 
Senring  in:  laot  Asia 

MBCB  Collegiate  Ministry 
Weaver  McCracken,  Director 
Beverly  Parrish,  Associate  Director 
bparrlshCmbcb.org  or  1.601.292.3301 


Saturday,  January  17 

9.60  a.m.  -  2:30  p.m. 

State  Prayer  Summit 

Prayerwalk,  Worship  Celebration,  Pramb! 
and  Worship  Prayer 


“Pray-over  C 


Begins 


960  a.m. 
10:15  a.m. 


12:30  p.m. 


MISSISSIPPI  BAPTIST 


2/1/04 

MR.  JOSHUA  A.  SCHMITZ 
Parents:  Burton  &  Suzanne 
West  Africa 

2/12/02 

MISS  ALICE  A.  MULLINS 
Parents:  Frank  &  Lynn 
Western  Europe 

1/12/03 

MISS  REBEKAH  J.  SCHMITZ 
Parents:  Burton  &  Suzanne 
West  Africa 


2/16/01 

MR.  HADDON  BLEDSOE  ~ 

Parents:  David  &  Laurie 
Eastern  South  America 

2/20/88 

MISS  KATY  HORTON 
Parents:  Frances  &  Angie 
Baptist  Global  Response 

FOR  SECURITY,  omit  will  be  forwarded.  Please  tend  ell] 
to:  Child't  name,  Parent't  name,  MBCB  wMu  MK 
Birthday t,  PO  Box  530,  Jackeon  MS  39205 
PLEASE  NOTE:  Chunk  mmbtn  may  mi  t  mdugt  ef  cardi  together  ^ 
earth  do  not  km  to  be  lent  indmdually  to  the  wMu. 


2009  Christian  Education  Clinics 

February  14 . Highland  Baptist  Church,  Meridian 

March  7 . Ridgecrest  Baptist  Church,  Madison 

May  9 . Woolmaricet  Baptist  Church,  Bilan 


It  is  the  desire  of  Mississippi  Baptists  to  offer  qualify  train 
Jin  those  who  affect  the  hoes  of  Mississippi's  most  precious 
citizens.  Please  make  plans  to  attend  the  2009  chmc 
of  your  choice.  If  you  have  any  questions,  please  call 
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Chrisiion  Education  Ctnic 
601-9548650,  E-moil  gi 


Find  Hope  Singles’  Conference 

Saturday,  January  24,  2009 
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For  more  Info:  Contact  the 


HJV2tt-32?8, 1-800-<**-*51  or 
§mbcb.or|  ortoto  uwjuunbcb"" 
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for  all  pastors, 

VBS  DIRECTORS,  AND  VBS  LEADERS 


"VIZS  Materials  *0&ttl  bo  on  display  and  available 
fo  purchase  from  L,ife'way<Thrist:ian  Resources. 


* 
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February  9*  2009 ‘9*  11  ajn. 
First  Baptist  Church  Lyman 
14321  Old  Hwy.  49,  Gulfport 


February  10, 2009  ■  9-noon 
Liberty  Baptist  Church 
519$  Lakeland  Drive,  Flowood 


2009  Missionaiy 
Moments  Prayer 
Guide 


Order  your  free  guide  now 
(while  supplies  last)  by  calling 
1-800-748-1651,  ext.  347, 
or  601-292-3347. 

Books  will  be  shipped 
postage  paid. 

(A  Stewardship  and  CP  promotion) 
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{ca....  December  5,  2008  -  January  1 5,  2009 

Prayer  Ministry  Office  •  P.O.  Box  530  •  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530  •  Phone  601-292-3304  •  Mississippi  PrayerLine  1-800-787-7729  (PRAY) 


For  woman  ntoo  am  HFApoamra, 
63  parcant  to  to  Africa,  and  87 
potoom  on  ujb  wonus  cnwran 
mho  m  HVmSM  M  In  Africa 
f^tnmuGoAflllo 
•taptwspflidanahorribfad*- 


ng  toe  goapal  mom  bokly  Pray  tor 
toaMuJrw  of  Egypt  to  haap 
undamtond  and  mapond  to  fra 


•urrandarto  Jeeua  Chriai  aa  no 
only  toe  Sartor  whom  God  hM 
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pwxjeo  ror  rnanwna,  dui  tnoir 
own  Smtor  and  lord. 


The  16  mBon  Anaari  an  tra 
lamaetltolm  people  group  to 
fern,  and  toey  are  aiao  tound  In 
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1  atongjy  tot  tra  uga  to  am 
wfti  I*.  6  about  our  Sartor ...  but  I 


(1)2010  IOCS  Budgal.  Pining, 
Gamywa  (F8fc  (2)  Than  are  1 1CUXX) 
8*1  kirim  of  CNna.Ua  many 
olar  Main  woman  toe  8*r 
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toe  lord  hat  tar  toam. 


Please  Note:  Cancelled  Event  -  Oasis  -  Spiritual  Renewal  for  Youth  Ministers 

_ First  Baptist  Church,  Brandon:  January  8-9,  2009 
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"Building  leaders  in  those 
churches  is  the  next  level" 
said  Larry  Gamer,  director  of 
church  services  for  Metro 
Association.  Garner  put 
together  an  "advance  team" 
of  Mississippi  Baptist  to  visit 
Glacier  Association  and  many 
of  its  churches,  to  help  deter¬ 
mine  needs  among  tne  pas¬ 
tors  and  churches. 

The  group,  consisting  of  Jim 
Gifford  of  First  Church, 
Clinton;  Cindy  Sansing  of 
Liberty  Church,  Flowood;  this 
writer;  and  Gamer  traveled  to 
western  Montana  on  Nov.1-8. 

Glacier  Association  contains 
two  of  the  seven  urban  areas  in 
the  state  —  Missoula  and 
Kalispell.  It  also  contains  five 
of  the  top  ten  counties  — 
Missoula,  Flathead,  Ravalli 
Lake,  and  Lincoln.  Thirty-one 
percent  of  the  population  — 
295,141  —  make  Glacier 

Association  home. 

"We  have  about  2,500 

_  III  church  members  in  Glacier," 

fl,  in  1964.  Easthaven  —  Birky  pointed  out.  "That's  less 
claims  as  its  namesake  than  one  percent  of  the  popula- 
/en  Church  in  tion.  Most  of  our  pastors  are  in 
aven  —  is  the  state's  sec-  the  largest  church  they've  ever 


"Mississippi  Baptists  have 
helped  us  build  buildings.  Now 
we  need  help  to  build  the  body." 

That's  the  challenge  issued 
by  Sam  Birky,  associational 
missionary  with  the  Glacier 
Southern  Baptist  Association  in 
Missoula,  Montana,  to  a  group 
of  education  ministers  ana  pas¬ 
tors  at  the  Metro  Association 
offices  in  Jackson  Nov.  13. 

Glacier  Association  is  made 
up  of  32  Southern  Baptist 
churches,  in  a  land  area 
approximately  200  by  300 
miles.  The  whole  of  Montana  is 
home  to  roughly  130  Southern 
Baptist  churches. 


LEADING  IN  WORSHIP  —  Children  and  youth  at  Valley  Church  in  Hungry  Horse,  Mt..  lead 
in  worship  during  their  regular  Wednesday  night  meeting  on  Nov.  5.  The  church,  meeting  in  a 
former  bar  and  casino,  has  virtually  no  adults  involved  itrits-ministries.  (Photo  by  Tony  Martin) 


text  from  which  to  draw  to  develop  male  leaders,"  said  Scripture.  After  their  age 
know  what  a  growing  church  is  Rhubottom.  To  that  end,  he  is  group  activities,  they  gatn- 
supposed  to  look  Rke.  They  cultivating  two  men  to  serve  ered  in  the  worship  area  of 
have  never  been  personally  as  the  church's  first  deacons.  the  church.  The  building 
discipled  or  mentored.  One  of  the  most  unique  occupied  by  the  church  had 

To  that  end,  Birky  is  devel-  churches  visited  was  Canyon  once  been  a  bar,  casino, 

oping  a  strategy  to  move  the  Church  in  Hungry  Horse.  The  restaurant  and  perhaps  even 
pastors  to  the  next  level.  In  the  church  has  virtually  no  adults  a  brothel, 
meeting  on  Nov.  13,  he  shared  —  only  children  and  youth.  Now,  because  of  the  work 
with  the  attendees  drat  those  On  a  Wednesday  night  visit  of  volunteers  —  including, 
pastors  needed  to  be  mentored,  there  were  41  children  and  but  not  exclusively,  Alta 
drat  they  need  to  develop  both  teenagers  present,  with  a  Woods  Church,  Jackson; 
as  leaders  and  to  develop  lead-  mere  handful  of  adults  and  no  Broadmoor  Church,  Madison; 
era  in  their  own  churches,  to  parents  of  the  children.  The  and  First  Church,  Flora  have 
expand  their  resources,  and  to  church  is  pastored  by  Jim  all  contributed  through  con- 
send  out  missionaries.  Burdett  who,  along  with  his  struction,  sports  camps,  and 

The  challenges  are  signifi-  wife  Mary,  envisioned  Vacation  Bib! 
cant.  One  example  is  Canyon  Church  as  a  safe  lives  are  be 
Lakeview  Church  in  Poison,  haven  for  the  children  of  the  Worship  was 
pastored  by  Kevin  Rettig.  It  community  and  a  way  to  exciting.  Whi 
has  now  been  just  over  five  reach  the  community  itself  problems  had  1 
months  since  he  was  diag-  through  its  kids.  in  the  past  tF 

nosed  with  multiple  myelo-  Many  of  the  children  attend-  the  most  p 

ma,  a  cancer  of  the  Dlood  plas-  ing  the  church  come  from  diffi  entered  into  ac 
ma  which  is  produced  by  can-  curt  home  situations.  One  area  of  Birky's  stra 
cerous  bone  marrow.  town  where  many  of  them  live  is  bringing  the 

Rettig  is  one  of  the  few  pas-  known  informally  as  "Felony  individuals  wF 
tore  wno  are  natives  of  Flats,"  a  neighborhood  made  up  to  the  associa 
Montana;  he  was  raised  in  of  ancient  travel  trailers  and  one  week  witl 
Poison.  "We're  a  30-year-old  decrepit  mobile  homes.  One  as  coaches.  Th 
church,"  said  Rettig.  "The  home  nad  an  orange  glow  beam-  to  understanc 
church  went  through  a  split  in  ing  from  all  its  windows.  The  and  spiritual 
2003.  On  a  typical  Sunday,  we  owners  had  placed  a  wood  churches,  ass- 
have  attendance  in  the  high  bun 
teens  to  low  20's  but  last  floo 
Sunday,  we  had  over  30.  the  i 

"We  are  placing  a  real  T 
emphasis  on  prayer;"  Rettig  in  a 
saia.  "We  are  praying  for  a  total  to  a 
revitalization  of  the  church,  grai 
Leadership  is  a  real  need.  We  girl 
just  want  to  emphasize  evange-  a  ni 


^  WILD  MEN  WILD  ALASKA^ 

"Bring  an  Alaskan  Adventure  to 
Your  Life" 

Thrilling  Book  by  Author  &  Alaskan 
Fishing,  Hunting  Guide 


Will  Keep  Audiences  of  All  Ages  on  the 
Edge  of  their  Seats  as  he  Shares 
Spiritually  Charged, 

Life  Changing  Adventures! 

Bring  a  Wild  Man  from  Wild  Alaska  to 
your  Church  for  a  Wild  Game  Dinner 
Night! 

Call  (800)  392-6210  or  Visit  as  at 


1119  Mississippi  Churches 
Can’t  Be  Wrong. 

More  than  1 100  churches  throughout  Mississippi  put 
their  faith  in  Wellington  Associates  for  comprehensive 
insurance  services  including  property,  general,  and  specific 
liability,  vehicle,  workers  compensation,  and  other  coverages. 

Wellington  guarantees  a  quality  program,  customized 
for  your  ministry,  at  the  most  competitive  premium  rates. 

For  references  and  more  mb|  WHlinuton 
information,  call  Mike  Brooks  at 

601-420-0174  or  1-800-442-0290.  iU J  W 


>resent  reality  to 
future,"  he  said. 


Another  example  is  North  Yet  in  the  midst  of  such  dif-  nities,  contact  Ken  Rhodes,  Missions 
Valley  Church  in  Columbia  ficulty,  God  is  at  work.  MohSaatkm  Director,  Mississippi 
Falls.  Pastor  Rick  Rhubottom  During  the  Wednesday  night  Baptist  Convention  Board,  P.O.  Bax 
is  the  founding  pastor  of  this  services,  the  children  were  530,  Jackson.  MS  39205-0530. 
church,  which  was  built  pri-  divided  into  age  groups  for  a  Telephone:  (601)  292-3239  or  toU- 
marily  by  Mississippi  Baptist  time  of  Bible  study.  Many  of  free  outside  Jackson  (800)  748-1651, 
volunteers.  "We  need  to  them  were  well-versed  in  ext.  239.  E-muL  krhodesGmbcb.org. 
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Brazil  missionary  given  top  honor  for  work  with  poor 

but  one  thing  I  know.  I  know  ly,  ministry... 

Lrril  y  » .  >;  Jesus,  and  Im  gonna  preach  order,"  Key  said. 

£#<'  Tl"4PlP|‘  ,*H5v*v/'*-  ‘*W'  /Y  •  Y,  „  ,  I~Y*.  •  *’  ’  .  *  ."Yj* i  His  name."  Reese  agreed  with  the  com- 

ft’  •¥  ',,®!JY*S  •  *4£  gs|>4  Into  the  Favelas,  a  video  pliment  of  his  wife,  saying,  'll 

ft  *  i  ^ produced  tor 

Y*f  ’% ?%"  t>*-’  ’ . "*V '  V/  ‘X;aJ£  t  ..  **|  Mission  Board,  helped  garner  who  prays  tor  me,  who's  being 

*1  *f*  >  *  ,  •  ,'ITY’.  ,*&••'’  t  /'  a|  public  interest  in  Reese's  work  at  home  and  worrying  about 

;>sii  jr  '  '  \.Jt>  *'*^'%g*v*  ""  iM8^  n  -'“%W  4  r‘'  "  A  /  ’,'4*  While  the  Pedro  Frnesto  Medal  me  she's  the  backbone  ot 

^  &  ^J^Y' /  *  -v  ’yI's5*'*”*  v  *.  <  ..  •  ’’  '  P\  is  an  encouragement  Reese  what  I  do  I  sometimes  hear  her 

Y  ^  r||j  fefV'  *  ~%y  if  Y’’Y;  “  ,  ■  ;  ;•  jYl  said  he  was  even  more  elated  gather  out  kids  together  and 

f?TJp|Y]  w  #Y-  '  *’■— f,‘  fmi>  <■  tv  -  /  lY  '  4.JyY  ,  I  ’  *..  ’  |p?  Sept,  b  when  hi  city  comniis-  say.  Were  gonna  pray  tor 

iw  ~  _  •  .  J*;  sioners  agreed  to  hel[i  turn  Rio  Dadd v  betore  hr  leaves."’ 

y'mJpi.  I  S'  '  ',  Y^  t  yf^'>  f  ,  ',  I  ‘'YigS  de  Janeiro  "from  a  place  ot  ter-  A  former  pastor  ot 

MJWv  #f  •  ?‘;£f  ?  -  '  -4fr  *  '  1  *  ’  ’  rf|  ror  to  a  place  of  peace  "  kedarchtt  Church  in  Cedar 

rV  JL*  ’ c  JPj .  .Y  ‘  4$  -  ‘  *  1  “  ‘  '$  "1  fool  like  Brazilians  have  Mill,  lexas,  Reese  originalU  is 

•$!&  YC-  Y*  ,  .  ot  .  .  ^“1  honored  me  as  well."  Reese  said  from  Albany  Ca  where  In 

*  „  "**  ,  ’■  '  '  „:%yMr  ••  ..  .'V  **V  ‘  "  ‘  of  their  commitment.  Many  ot  received  a  bachelor  ot  arts 

yCj  **  *  a  -<Y  fJIfY  ...  ,  *  ,  '  «gij  them,  he  said,  "have  become  degree  in  politn  al  science  liom 

Hj,  'He? ‘  ”*  "  *  Jy**,  "  1  !.  w  *P  4?'  '■  ,  :  ’  „  ”  ,  ‘  morn  bold  in  their  faith  "  Albany  State  University.  He 

‘  *’  ***  '  -^Ak'  ‘  1,1  '  -  t  **  *,  '•  X  Reese  s  voice  cracks  when  also  earned  a  master  ot  divmi 

/*  .  •  .  *  ^C’C*  _  "  ‘  p6  he  thinks  abmit  the  dangers  t\  degree'  trom  Suithwestern 


r  *n  Brazil,  was 
teiro.  Reese,  a 
favelas  (slums) 


INTO  THE  FAVELAS  —  Eric  Reese  (left).  International  Mission  Beard  m 
recently  awarded  the  Pedro  Ernesto  Medal  of  Merit  by  the  etty  of  Ri< 
Georgia  native  and  former  Texas  pastor,  and  his  wife  Romana  have  worice 
of  Rio  de  Janeiro  for  seven  years  to  reach  people  for  Christ.  (IMB  photo) 


the  favelas  (slums)  of  Rio  de 


America's  colleges  and  5.  The  William  Carey 
universities.  University  Theatre  will 

present  their  annual  chil- 
The  Mississippi  College  dren's  show  Lilly's  Purple 

School  of  Business  deefi-  Plastic  Purse,  by  Kevin 

cated  the  Eddie  Kinchen  Henkes  December  18  and 

Financial  Services  Lab  19,  at  7p.m.  and  December 

Nov.  17.  It  is  a  state-of-  20  at  10  a.m.  and  2  p.m.  in 

die  art  classroom  with  the  the  O.  L.  Quave  Theatre  on 

latest  tickers  streaming  the  Hattiesburg  campus, 

real-time  financial  infor-  The  show,  based  on  die 

mation  and  46-inch  popular  children's  book,  is 

screens  displaying  stock  adapted  for  the  stage  by 

market  quotes  and  CNBC  Kevin  Kling.  The  show  is 

co-sponsored  by  the 
Hattiesburg  Arts  Council. 
Tickets  are  $5  each.  The 
box  office  opens  December 
15  and  is  open  Monday 
through  Friday  from  1 
p.m.  until  4  p.m.  Call  (601) 
318-6221  for  reservations. 

6.  Mississippi  College 
recendy  dedicated  the 
Hawk  Family  Executive 
Conference  Room.  MC 
School  of  Business  Dean 
Marcelo  Eduardo,  Hawk 
family  members  and  oth¬ 
ers  gathered  for  the  occa¬ 
sion  on  Monday  Nov.  24. 


The  Lucile  Parker  Gallery 
at  William  Carey 
University  will  present 
"Nativity  Scenes  From  3. 
Around  the  World" 

December  1  through  11 
from  1  p.m.  until  4  pan.  cm 
the  Hattiesburg  campus. 

The  nativities  and  crfeches 
woe  collected  by  faculty, 
staff,  students  aria  friends 
of  the  university  and  have 
origins  from  around  the 
world.  Native  American 
Indian,  Latin  American, 
animal  likenesses,  glass, 
day,  wood,  paper  mache,  4 
ana  many  other  unique 


Your  Life  Matters 


Dozens  of  debaters  from 
around  the  South  will 
verbally  spar  in  fall  com- 

Stition  at  Mississippi 
•liege.  A  panel  of 
judges  will  deade  who's 
best  among  some  of  the 
region's  top  collegians 
entering  the  Deep  South 
Debate  Tournament  Dec. 
5-6.  MC's  Debate  Team 
and  the  Communication 
Department  will  sponsor 
the  competition  in  Aven, 
Self,  MCC  and  Hederman 
halls.  MC  has  hosted  the 
debate  tournament  the 
past  four  years. 


iviu  be  on  display, 
iblic  is  invited  to 
e  exhibit  admission 
arrange  a  private 


arrange  a  prh 
for  other  dun 


or  318-6192. 


2.  Trustmark  Bank  execu¬ 
tive  Art  Stevens  will  the 
be  guest  speaker  at  a  Dec. 
4  11:30  a.m.  luncheon  to 
honor  the  70  Mississippi 
College  students  induct¬ 
ed  into  the  Who's  Who 
Among  Students  at 


Take  a  virtual  tour  of  our  beautiful  new  Baptist  for 
Women  hospital  to  see  how  we've  designed  a  building 
with  your  confidence,  comfort  and  convenience 
in  mind.  Go  online  to  www.mbhs.org/tower 


800.948.6262  •  1225  North  State  Street,  Jackson,  MS 


em a.  Red  or  yellow, 
rowa  or  white,  all  ai 
cious  in  His  sight. 

Worshiped  the  Na( 


nations  have  several  modem  mind.  In  days  of 
groups  and  have  Isaiah,  though,  many  opposed 
begun  to  strategize  to  letting  anyone  who  was 
reach  the  people  deformed  be  a  part  of  the  wor- 

co  mm  unity.  They 


Bible  Studies  for  Life 

God's  Missionary  Heart 

Isaiah  4*1-6;  56:3-8;  66:18-20, 23 


the  light  of  His  Word  _  .  _ _ 

penetrate  the  darkness  as  Deuteronomy  23:1  to  sup-  day  when  "all  mankind  wffl 

of  every  people  group,  port  their  position.  The  come  to  bow  down  before  Mer 

The  phrase  in  verse  Servant,  however  opened  foe  (Isa.  66:23c,  NASB).  Does  it 

two,  "He  made  my  way  to  all  who  would  follow  bring  to  mind  Paul's  writing  of 

PlHir.n„  mouth  like  a  sharp  foe  covenant.  This  was  espe-  a  time  wen  "every  knee  mu 

Patterson  jg  a  reference  dally  important  in  the  days  of  bow"  (Phil.  2:10-ll,  NASB)? 

_  _  _  _  _  to  the  word  of  foe  Lord.  Both  exile  when  many  Jews  were  Or;  you  may  recall  John's  vision 

day.  Most  die  without  Christ.  A  Light  for  All  Nations  Old  and  New  Testaments  refer  forced  to  become  eunuchs  to  of  foe  end  times  when  there 

Each  one  is  someone's  son  or  (Isa.  4*1-6)  to  the  sword  of  foe  Lord  as  serve  in  foe  courts  of  Babylon  will  be  a  great  multitude  stand- 

daughter,  someone's  brother  or  The  last  third  of  Isaiah  often  being  His  Word.  By  that  Word,  and  Persia.  •  fog  before  the  throne  of  God 

sister.  Does  God  want  these  to  mentions  the  Servant  of  foe  lost  people  come  under  con  vie-  The  Ethiopian  eunuch  was  "mom  every  nation  and  titties 

know  Him?  Of  course  He  does.  Lord.  That  servant  is  some-  tion  and  come  to  know  Him.  reading  foe  scrolls  of  foe  latter  and  peoples  and  tongues"  (Rev. 

His  heart's  desire  is  for  all  to  be  times  Israel  and  sometimes  the  Inclusion  for  the  Excluded  part  or  Isaiah  when  deacon  7:9,  NASB).  It  is  dear  that 

saved  (1  Tim.  2:4).  Messiah.  His  initial  job  was  to  (Isa.  56: 3-8)  Philip  came  up  to  his  chariot  to  God's  concern  is  for  all  foe  peo- 

God  is  a  missionary  God.  He  restore  Jacob/Israel  to  the  Lord  These  verses  about  foreign-  interpret  (Acts  8).  Philip  pies  of  foe  world, 

began  this  world  in  order  to  (v.  5a).  Their  poor  response  ers  may  seem  strange  to  you.  explained  Isaiah  53:7  and  8,  a  In  chapter  66,  Isaiah  rawfte 

share  His  love  with  us.  He  sent  caused  the  Servant  to  cry  out,  "I  Many  in  Isaiah's  day,  howev-  prophecy  about  Jesus  "led  as  a  fulfillment  of  God's  extending 

His  Son  to  provide  the  way  of  have  labored  in  vain."  Hisser-  er,  considered  foreigners  to  sheep  to  the  slaughter."  After  light  to  the  nations  (4*1^)  and 

salvation.  Jesus  is  a  missionary,  vice  was  then  extended  to  those  have  other  gods  ana,  there-  foe  Ethiopian's  baptism,  he  induding  the  excluded  (56-3-8). 

He  left  foe  glories  of  heaven  to  who  would  respond  more  read-  fore,  not  candidates  for  the  continued  reading  foe  scroll  as  Since  God's  heart  is  for  the 

Cide  us  the  way  to  foe  Father.  ily.  He  was  and  is  "a  light  to  Lord's  salvation.  In  Mark  he  traveled  back  to  Ethiopia,  ructions,  our  hearts  must  be  for 

Holy  Spirit  is  a  missionary  the  nations,  that  My  salvation  11:17  Jesus  quoted  Isaiah  56:7  Imagine  how  he  felt  when  he  the  nations.  We  can  be  Great 

Spirit  He  soil  convicts  and  con-  may  reach  to  the  end  of  foe  to  show  foe  temple  was  to  be  read  that  although  a  foreigner  Commission  Christians  with 

verts  the  lost.  The  Bible  is  a  mis-  earth"  (v.  6).  a  "house  of  prayer  for  all  the  and  a  eunuch,  ne  was  still  hearts,  prayers,  and  witness  for 

sionary  Bode.  It  is  foe  record  of  The  word  nations  can  be  nations."  (NASB)  included  by  the  Lord.  foe  world. 

God's  redemption  of  man  and  is  translated  "peoples."  The  Likewise,  the  emphasis  on  You  will  never  meet  a  per- 

our  training  manual  as  Great  International  Missions  Board  eunuchs  being  eligible  for  sal-  son  God  won't  save  if  they  Patterson  ts  pastor  of  First 
Commission  Christians.  has  recognized  that  many  vation  may  seem  straiige.  to  the  humbly  repent  and  receive  Church,  Richland. 


Explore  the  Bible 

When  You  Started  Out 

I  Thessalonians  1:1-10 

ce  G  Rogers  apparently  made 

mostly  Gentiles. 


love,  and  endurance  inspired  hymn,  "The  Love  of  God." 
by  hope."  These  three  Influencing  Others 

Christian  virtues  are  expressed  The  good  news,  foe  gospel, 
in  I  Cor.  13:13.  In  Jesus  the  became  known  far  and  wide 

Christian  reaches  out  in  love  to  because  of  the  faith  of  the 

all  men.  God's  love  for  us  and  Thessalonians.  Their  location 

our  love  for  Him  may  be  along  the  Via  Egnatia  helped 

expressed  as  vertical.  Out  love  the  spread  of  the  gospel.  The 

for  others  is  horizontal,  form-  Greek  verb  translated  "rang 

ing  a  cross.  The  cross  of  Jesus  out"  (v.  8  NIV)  and  "sounded 

is  basic  to  our  faith,  symboliz-  out"  (v.  8  KJV)  means  to 

_ BIB  L  ing  God's  plan  to  provide  sal-  sound  as  a  trumpet,  to  foun- 

How  we  should  thank  God  vation  for  sinful  man.  der,  to  reverberate  like  an 

and  praise  Him  for  what  He  God  initiates  foe  process  of  echo.  The  report  of  their  faith 
does  in  the  lives  of  believers  salvation.  He  chooses  us.  We  was  heard  everywhere! 

today!  Recently  I  went  with  my  choose  to  respond  or  not  to  After  leaving  Theasakmica, 
*  *  *-  *•  *  ■  respond.  Paul  found  that  the  gospel  pre- 

Responding  to  foe  Spirit  ceded  him  wherever  he  went. 

The  gospel  message  came  to  It  was  told  that  foe 

the  Thessalonians  with  power  Thessalonians  turned  from 

_ _ _  and  deep  conviction  by  the  idols  to  worship  the  true  and 

rience  of  God's  Holy  Spirit  That  deep  con  vie-  living  God.  They  were  waiting 

_ jssing.  tion  enabled  them  to  remain  for  Jesus  to  return  from  heav- 

-  Paul  had  been  anxious  to  faithful  through  severe  suffer-  en.  God  had  raised  Jesus  from 

know  if  the  Thessalonians  were  ing  and  persecution.  the  dead.  Jesus  would  be  foe 

_  _ _ _ standing  firm  in  their  faith  Paul  modeled  how  a  believ- 

God's  gift.  The  Hebrew  despite  the  persecution  which  er's  life  should  be  lived.  He 

"shalooTexpresses  the  idea  of  caused  his  own  departure,  surely  told  them  of  Jesus'  life, 

peace,  well  being,  restoration,  Timothy's  report  reassures  him  who  is  foe  supreme  example, 

reconciliation  with  God  and  that  they  have,  indeed,  God  drew  the  Thessalonians 

salvation  in  its  fullest  sense  remained  faithful.  The  trans-  to  Himself  and  the  Holy  Spirit 

(Holman  Bible  Dictionary),  forming  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit  convicted  them.  They  expert-  Rogers 

The  peace  that  God  gives  is  not  is  evident  in  their  lives.  enced  joy  despite  hardship.  I  Street  On 

Guidelines  for  submitting  news  and  photographs 

The  Baptist  Record  la  pteasod  to  pubNah  .  —  ^  AM  news  Items  ar 

news  and  photographs  of  special  events  A  bulS.T 

that  take  pieoe  In  oooperatlng  churches  of  m  Pnctogrtohsmust  c 

the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention.  _  _ *  _ _ "Ft  kL! 

News  submitted  ter  pubNcatfon  In  The  ^ ™ 

Baptist  Record  must  be  e6her  (a)  typewrit-  tograptw  ean  ba  pi. 

ten,  (b)  neatly  printed  on  8 1/2  by  11-Inch 
paper,  or  (c)  neatly  printed  on  standaidteed 

forms  provided  by  the  newspaper.  AI  arth  organiaaona  wtl  no 

oles  must  be  received  In  writing;  no  artlotes  .  „  .  _  _ _  .  .  ^  - 

wi  be  aooepted  over  the  telephone.  Please  make  articles  oonolse.  Include  rnixvmml  m  a  JPEQ  Bs  vis  stowr  (a)  ffnA  ^^sstsclpuMcato 

Newsmaybe  submitted  electronically  the  who,  whet,  when,  where  details  of  (b)  t»s»end«4isg  tech Joppy  <««.or(c)Cq.  Aittetee  that  are 

to  the  addrees  below,  and  must  be  con-  the  story,  along  with  a  contact  person  s  Photos  must  be  dear,  sharp,  and  waM^ead.  be  |>ubHsh*d  °h 


Today's  lesson  begins  a  unit  came 


cution  forced  Paul  to  Rogers 

j.  Later  he  sent 

Timothy  bade  to  see  how  the  of  the 
Thessalonians  were  doing. 

Recognizing,  God's  Works 
Paul  oegan  nis  letter  in  foe 
customary  manner  with  a  sig¬ 
nature  including  Silas  and 
Timothy.  He  gave  a  brief  greet- 


on  I  &  fl  Thessalonians:  Good 
Words  for  Growing  Christians,  leave 
These  epistles  were  written  in  Tl_„: 
response  to  the  good  news  These 
Timothy  brought  Paul  about  Re< 
the  Thessalonians.  The  exact  Pai 
date  is  uncertain,  but  a] 
ently  it  was  between  50 

and  52  A.  D.  I  - ...  — „ - -  - — ,  J 

The  great  city  of  ing  to  the  church  "in  Goa  foe  husband  to  the  state  chaplains' 
Thessalonica  in  Paul's  day  was  Father  and  foe  Lord  Jesus  banquet  held  every  year  m  con- 

situated  at  a  crossroad  of  East  Christ"  (I  These.  1:1  NIV).  He  nection  with  foe  MS  State 

and  West  called  the  Via  Egnatia.  addresses  both  Greek  and  Baptist  Convention.  Chaplain 
It  was  foe  leading  seaport  of  Jewish  believers  in  saying  after  chaplain  stood  to  relate  a 
Macedonia.  Christianity  spread  "grace"  and  "peace."  Grace  in  recent  expert-"'- 

rapidly  from  there  throughout  the  New  Testament  refers  to  grace  and  blessing, 

foe  known  world.  God's  provision  of  salvation  for 

Paul  responded  to  foe  vision  sinners,  a  gift  undeserved  and 

of  a  Macedonian  man  saying  - A  - *  *“ 

"Come  over  to  Macedonia  ana 
help  us"  (Acts  16.-9  NIV).  He 
preached  in  foe  synagogue  only 
three  Sabbaths  (Ads  12:2  NIV). 

He  probably  spent  additional 
time  preaching  among  foe 
Gentiles.  The  church  was 


of  God  and  foe 


photos  nay  be  used!  do  not 


Photograph  attachments  ars 


I  I  II  Rl  C  OKI) 


BAPTISTS 


GAs  from  Macedonia 
Church,  Lincoln  County, 
recently  teamed  how  mis¬ 
sionaries  use  the  World  Craft 
program  to  help  the  poor  in 
countries  all  over  the  world. 


1  Gillsburg 


Daniel  Williams  as  deacon. 
Shown  are  Beau  Williams, 
Wanda  Williams,  Madelyn 
Williams,  Wiliams,  and 
Chris  Teasley. 


burned  the  note  on  their  debt 
Nov.  23.  Shown  are  Greg 
Davis,  Bill  Leggett  Chuck 
Mitchell,  Don  PMchal,  and 
pastor  Jeff  Floyd. 

4.  The  RAs  of  Rocky  Point 
Church,  Leake  Association, 
received  their  leadership 
vests  and  loyalty  bars,  ana 
the  Crusaders  received  their 
membership  vests  and  faith 
bar  Nov.  5. 

5.  DeSoto  Church,  Clarke 
County,  celebrated  its  150th 
anniversary  Oct.  17  -  19. 
Shown  are  pastor  Keith 
Tankersley  (center)  and 
Historical  Committee  chair¬ 
man  Dick  Younger  (left) 
receiving  a  commemorative 
plaque  from  Mike  Everett 
(right)  who  represented  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Historical 


6.  Beulah  Church,  Newton 
County,  presented  pins  for 
perfect  Sunday  School  atten¬ 
dance  to  (from  left)  Laverne 
Chaney,  31  years;  Barbara  I. 
Harrison,  26  years;  Will 
Motley,  31  years;  Neal 
Motley,  39  years;  and  Elton 
Bryan,  15  years.  Keith 
Ramage,  pastor. 

7.  The  8-12  year  old  Sunday 
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